text.

Thinking about Text Complexity

Read the chart below, which summanzes the characteristics of iow medzum ‘and high-complexity

-~ Characteristics of
Low-Complexaty Text

Characteristics of -

'Med:um-Complexsty Text

- Characteristics of -
Hrgh-Compiexlty Text

 Single level of meaning
« Clearly stated purpose

« Simple, direct,
conventional structure that
makes the information more
cohesive (such as
chronological order in a
narrative text)

¢ Literal language

e Experiences, events,
and/or information. is
common or “everyday” to
the reader

» More than one level of
meaning

e [nferred or implied
purpose

s Mostly conventional
structure that is more
explicit than implicit

+ Some implied and/or
inferred meanings and
figurative language

» Some experiences,

events, and/or information

is uncommaon or unfamiliar
to the reader

s Multiple levels of meaning

» tnstated and/or obscure
purpose

s Unconventional or
discipline-specific structure

| (for example, Toni
1 Morrison’s Beloved, a

narrative text, or an article
in a professional journal
such as American Political
Science Review)

« Figurative, ironic, and/or
specialized vocabulary

s Experiences, events,
and/or information is
compiex, sophisticated, or
highly unfamiliar to the
reader
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